Foundational Course on the

2030 Agenda for

Sustainable Development

UNITED NATIONS
SYSTEM STAFF COLLEGE

20 Feb - 24 Mar 2017 (5 Weeks)

Online Course

An online course that introduces participants
to key conceptual and practical aspects of
sustainable development and Agenda 2030,

while covering issues of means of
implementation, localization of the agenda,
and review and follow-up framework.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The foundational course equips participants
with a sound understanding of the concept of
sustainable development as well as the
vision and principles of Agenda 2030. It
explores the three pillars of sustainable
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development while taking a look at the inter-
linkages between climate change, planetary
boundaries, social inclusion and human
rights. It also identifies key lessons from the
implementation of the Millennium
Development Goals and the significant
differences in the new agenda.

Over a duration of five weeks, the various
modules of this course will focus on the new
elements of Agenda 2030; how to implement
and develop strategies to localize the
agenda; and the role of data in the review
and follow--up framework.
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OBJECTIVES

Upon successful completion of this course, participants will:

o Benefit from an in-depth understanding of the 2030 Agenda including the features and
role of the SDG results framework, means of implementation and global partnerships;

e Be able to analyse the role of the UN as well as other stakeholders in supporting
national implementation of Agenda 2030;

e Be equipped with an understanding the SDG review and follow-up framework;

o Demonstrate an improved understanding of the role they can play at a personal and
institutional level in contributing to the implementation of the SDGs.

COURSE CONTENTS

Week 1: Vision and Principles of the New Agenda. Three pillars of sustainable development,
including modules taking an in-depth look at topics such as climate change, planetary
boundaries, social inclusion, and human rights.

Week 2: SDG Results Framework. Overview of the history of the SDGs and importance of a
truly integrated approach to goal-based planning for sustainable development.

Week 3: Means of Implementation (Financing for Development, Global Partnership and Global
Governance). Means of implementation and guiding principles related to the topics of finance,
governance, and partnerships as they relate to the SDGs.

Week 4: Localization of Agenda 2030 and Design of National Strategies. Designing national
and local strategies in alignment with Agenda 2030 including useful tools and also the role of
technology and innovation in sustainable development.

Week 5 : Reviews and Follow-up framework. Agenda 2030’s follow up and review system as
well as a module on the data revolution as it relates to sustainable development.
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